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JOAN KROC GIVES $5M FOR USD LECTURE SERIES IN PEACE & JUSTICE
SAN DIEGO - Philanthropist Joan B. Kroc has donated $5 million to the
University of San Diego's Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice for an endowed
lecture series to bring in top-level policymakers to discuss issues of global concern.
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The gift will allow the Institute to bring in nationally and internationally known
speakers to discuss issues related to war and peace, justice and human rights. "This new
year is presenting global challenges to our government, our citizens and our families,"
said USD President Alice B. Hayes. "We are immensely grateful to Mrs. Kroc for
making it possible for the Institute to bring in speakers who will allow us to hold
meaningful dialogue about these events and to advance our nation' s democratic tradition
of dialogue and discussion," said Hayes.
Mrs. Kroc ' s initial gift of $25 million funded the Institute that opened in late 2001
as a place dedicated to fostering peace, cultivating justice and creating a safer world.
"We are thrilled to receive this wonderful gift from our benefactress, Mrs. Kroc,"
said Dr. Joyce Neu, Executive Director of the Institute for Peace & Justice. "An endowed
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lecture series will allow us to fulfill our mission to educate, to inform, and to engage our
f
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community in these critical issues. We are excited to be able to bring in eminent speakers
from around the world who will increase our understanding of conflict and human rights
so that we may take actions to increase the chances for peace - thereby furthering Mrs.
Kroc's vision for the Institute that we not only talk about peace, but make peace."
"It is my hope that my gift will further support the fine work of the Institute with

great hope for the future," said Mrs. Kroc .
The Institute's 2001 dedicatory conference, "Peacemaking with Justice: Policy for
the 21 st Century'' brought together world leaders such as former U.S. President Jimmy
Carter and former Costa Rican President Rodrigo Carazo, along with parties to conflicts
in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Guatemala, Macedonia and Nepal.
Through education, research and peacemaking activities, the Insti~te offers
programs that advance scholarship and practice in conflict resolution and human rights.
The Institute draws upon Catholic social teaching that sees peace as inseparable from
justice and acts to prevent and resolve conflicts that threaten local, national and
international peace.
The Institute' s programs include a master's program and undergraduate minor in
Peace and Justice studies; a women peacemakers program aimed at enhancing women's
roles in peace processes; WorldLink, a program connecting youth to global affairs; and
mediation of intranational and international conflicts.
The Institute consists of a 92,000-square-foot building overlooking San Diego's
Mission Bay and the Pacific Ocean that houses a state-of-the-art auditorium for 300,

conference rooms, a conflict resolution center, a boardroom for 40 and the "Casa de la
Paz," a special residence for visiting dignitaries and scholars.
The University of San Diego is an independent Catholic institution of higher
learning. Chartered in 1949, the school enrolls more than 7,000 students and is known for
its commitment to teaching, the liberal arts, the formation of values and community
service.
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